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AGRICULTURAL TOURISM & DIRECT MARKETING  
LAND USE ORDINANCE REVISION UPDATE 

August 24, 2006 
 
 

The San Luis Obispo County process to update existing and create new standards relating to recreation, 
visitor uses, and retail commercial uses on agricultural land was authorized by the Board of Supervisors 
on August 6, 2005. The project is intended to continue the implementation of Ag Policy 6: Visitor 
Serving and Retail Commercial Use and Facilities as well as Ag Policy 31: Recreational Use of 
Agricultural Lands from the Agriculture and Open Space Element (AOSE) of the County General Plan. 
Successful implementation will ensure consistency between the Land Use Ordinance and General Plan 
polices as well as assist in meeting the evolving needs of county agricultural producers. 
 
To date, the process has involved a series of listening sessions, the formation of a Workgroup, and 
ongoing involvement of various agricultural interests in the county. The Workgroup consists of twenty 
individuals plus a number of alternatives who represented diverse community interests (and includes 
various agricultural, neighborhood and environmental viewpoints). The Workgroup met together 
thirteen times as well as in various committees between November 2005 and July 2006. 
 
The County Planning and Building Department and the County Department of Agriculture are currently 
reviewing Workgroup recommendations and the issues identified during the process to date. The 
primary topics are: 

 
• Events & Activities—temporary and special event 
• Food Processing & Products 
• On-site Sale of Agricultural Products 
• Accommodations (includes camping, dude ranches, farmstays, B&Bs, inns, health 

resorts, and hunting clubs) 
• Signs 

 
Issue Areas 

General Issues 
• Criteria to define “ag use” of site to determine if qualifying ag use is consistent with 

Appendix K of the AOSE 
• Identify/evaluate visitor, retail commercial and recreational uses to ensure they are 

secondary/incidental to the agricultural use of a site 
• Identify/evaluate level of ag use necessary to determine if secondary/incidental use is 

appropriate 
• Ensure public health, safety and welfare by incorporating existing CDF, Public Works 

and Health Department standards into the Land Use Ordinance  
 
Events & Activities 

• Clarify the distinction between ”temporary’ and “special” events 
• Identify the appropriate scope and scale of events on agricultural lands 
• Identify/evaluate/create appropriate permit levels for events not associated with wineries 
• Create consistency between general event standards and winery special event standards  
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Food Processing & Products: 
• Identify appropriate commercial food processing facilities in agricultural areas 
• Evaluate whether list of current uses included in ag processing standard is working and 

whether changes are needed 
• Consider changes to land use permit requirements for food and beverage product facilities on 

agricultural lands  
 
On-Site Sale of Agricultural Products: 

• Maintain rural character and agricultural resources while also meeting State Health Code 
requirements for food sales 

• Consider what extent and type of nonagricultural product sales should be allowed on 
agricultural lands 

 
Accommodations 

• Better define appropriate property sizes and setbacks for temporary camping sites and dude 
ranching facilities 

• Consider an allowance be made for nonprofit agricultural organizations to operate 
organizational camps on agricultural land 

• Define farmstays consistent with state law and local policy 
• Clarify the definition of B&Bs & Inns and evaluate ordinance standards 

 
Signs: 

• Consider an expansion of rules for off-site signs (which currently apply only to wineries) 
relating to retail, commercial, and recreational uses on agricultural land 

• Reconsider the size and design of off-site signs  
 

Timeline for Completion: 
 
Between September and November of 2006 the County Planning and Building Department will 
develop draft revisions and amendments to the existing Inland Land Use Ordinance (Title 22). 
Ongoing review and evaluation of the drafts by County staff, updates to the Workgroup, ag 
industry, the public and the Ag Liaison Board will continue through the fall and winter of 
2006/07.  The completed recommendations will then undergo Environmental Review, followed 
by  public hearings by both the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisor’s in the spring of 
2007. 
 

For More Information: 
 
Workgroup meeting announcements, meeting minutes, draft recommendations from the 
Committees and other information about agricultural tourism and direct marketing is posted and 
updated on the Agriculture Department’s website at www.slocounty.ca.gov/agcomm. 
 
For more information about this project contact Brenda W. Ouwerkerk, County Department of 
Agriculture at 805-781-1556 or Karen Nall, County Planning and Building Department at 805-
781-5606.  (Call Brenda if you would like to contact Workgroup members).  
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